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READING GUIDE: Group Work 
Jennifer Morris, University of Oregon

Use this guide to help you take notes when you are reading this module’s articles.  You may use these notes for the quiz.

Introduction: Group Work (Jennifer Morris)
1. Write a definition of group work.
2. What are some benefits of working in groups?
3. How does working in groups support language development?
4. List some of the challenges to group work and the solutions mentioned.

5. What do students need to understand for group work to be effective?
6. What kinds of tasks should teachers prepare for group work?

7. What are some of the details of these group features?
a. Number of students
b. Same or mixed characteristics
c. Fixed or flexible
d. Assigned roles

Learning to Learn Cooperatively (Anne Hammond Byrd)
1. What are some benefits of cooperative learning?

2. According to Johnson and Johnson (1999), what are the five features of successful group work?

3. What does Byrd say often affects our strategies for group work?

4. In Byrd’s example of using Johnny Appleseed for a cooperative learning unit for her third grade classroom, she makes seven suggestions for cooperative learning. Make some notes about them here:
a. Make students aware of the purpose and benefits

b. Practice cooperation skills

c. Change the culture of your classroom

d. Establish ground rules

e. Balance student status

f. Assign roles

g. Provide demanding tasks
5. Byrd gives some specific examples of how these suggestions can be used in group work. Make some notes about activities you think might be useful. For example, she suggests that students could write and perform a skit about Johnny Appleseed’s life.

Self-Reflection

· What grouping strategies have you tried in your classes?  

· If you have never tried group work, why not? 

· Which of these ideas for grouping would you like to try in your own classroom?  

· Think about the age of students you teach and the size of your classes. How could you incorporate group work into your own teaching more effectively?
Share your ideas in the Group Work discussion!
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